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preface
Welcome to Dubai, a land deeply rooted
in Islamic traditions that provides
amazing examples of Islamic Culture
such as elegant and lofty mosques,
graceful outfits, courteous conduct,
people’s adherence to the religion of
Islam and peaceful co-existence of
different communities with diverse
religious and regional background.
Here in this small booklet Mohammad Bin Rashid
Centre for Islamic Culture presents some of the
most common Islamic Terms in ‘alphabetical order’
which will indeed help and guide you to appreciate
and explore the Islamic culture while discovering
Dubai’s glorious tradition.

ALLAH
Allah is the Supreme name of almighty God. He is the creator, the
sustainer and the master of the universe. He is considered to be
merciful, beneficent, protective, mighty, a provider, the exalted
one, the lord, all knowing, all hearing, all seeing, most loving, ever
forgiving, protecting friend, the magnificent, the wise and the
eternal.
It is mentioned in the Quran: “Say: He is Allah, the One and
Only; Allah, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is
He begotten; And there is none like unto Him.” (The Qur’an:
112:1-4)

ALLAHU AKBAR
“God is most great,” this phrase is a part of sentences used as a
call to prayer. It is said at the beginning and during performing
prayer and it is also used for general remembrance of God.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “I advise
you to fear Allah and to say ‘Allahu Akbar’ in every high
place.” (Ibn Majah:2771)

ADHAN
Adhan is an Islamic way of calling Muslims to the five obligatory
prayers. Adhan is pronounced in Arabic and it calls Muslims to
‘come for prayer’ and ‘come for success’. The Adhan is announced
daily from the mosques.
The Qur’an says: “O you who have believed, when [the
adhan] is called for the prayer on the day of Jumu’ah
[Friday], then proceed to the remembrance of Allah and
leave trade. That is better for you, if you only knew.” (The
Qur’an: 62:09)

ASSALAAMU ÁLAIKUM
A general greeting in Islamic culture, which means, “Peace be
upon you.”
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “By Him in
Whose Hand my soul is! You will not enter Paradise until
you believe, and you shall not believe until you love one
another. May I inform you of something, if you do, you will
love each other. Promote Salam amongst you” (Muslim:378)

BAITUL MAQDIS
Bait al Maqdis is consisting of Masjid Al-Aqsa and the Dome of
the Rock in Al-Quds (Jerusalem). It was the first Qiblah of Islam.
Al-aqsa Masjid is the third greatest Masjid in the Islamic world.
According to the narration of prophet (peace be upon him):
“performing one prayer at Masjid Al-Aqsa is equivalent to
five hundred prayers in reward.” (Ibn Majah:1413)

BISMILLAHIR RAHMANIR
RAHIM
A phrase recited before doing any daily activity. It means, “In the
name of God, the most beneficent, the most merciful.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “Any
important work that does not begin with ‘the name of
Allah’ is imperfect.” (Ahmed:)

DU’A
Dua means supplication. Invoking God for whatever one desires.
Dua can be made anytime and anyplace. It is recommended
to make supplications mentioned in the Holy Quran and the
traditions of the Prophet.
Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him) said: “Dua is the
essence of worship.” (At-Tirmidhi:3371)

EID
Eid is a festivity, a celebration, a feast. Muslims celebrate two
Eid, 1)Eid al Adha which is celebrated during Hajj-time in the
remembrance of prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and 2) Eid
al Fitr which marks the end of the fasting month of Ramadan.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said to the people
of Madinah: “You had two days when you would play,
but Allah has given you something instead that is better
than them: the day of Al-Fitr and the day of Al-Adha.”
(An Nasa’i : 1556)

FATWA
A legal verdict given on the basis of the Holy Qur’an, and the
sayings of the Prophet (peace be upon him). It is recommended
to seek Fatwa from Islamic authorities such as Islamic Affairs
Dept or Awqaf.
The Holy Qur’an says: “Ask the people of knowledge, if you
do not know.” (The Qur’an:16:43)

HADITH
A collection of Prophet Muhammad’s sayings and deeds. Hadith
is considered to be next to the Qur’an as a source for Islamic
ruling. Muslims follow Prophet Muhammad’s traditions in their
daily lives.
It is mentioned in the Holy Qur’an: “Whoever obeys the
Messenger is in fact obeying Allah.” (The Qur’an:04:80)

HAJJ
Pilgrimage to Mecca during the twelfth month of the lunar
calendar. Hajj is one of the pillars of Islam. Muslims are required
to perform hajj at least once in their lifetime, if means and health
allow.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “O people,
Allah has made Hajj obligatory for you; so perform Hajj.”
(Muslim:1337)

HALAL
Any act or deed which is permitted by God is considered as
Halal. ‘Halal food’ means “foods that are permissible to eat and
prepared under Islamic rulings.
Almighty Allah said: “O you who believe! Eat of the good
things We have provided for you, and give thanks to God, if
it is Him that you serve.” (The Qur’an:02:172)

HARAM
Any act or deed which is prohibited by God and will incur His
wrath and punishment. Killing, backbiting, using alcohol and
adultery are considered as Haram.
The Qur’an says: “If you avoid the worst of what you are
forbidden, We will remit your sins, and admit you by a Gate
of Honor.” (The Qur’an:04:31)

HIJAB
A veil or clothe that covers the head, the chest and the whole
body, which is often worn by Muslims women as a form of modest
attire and privacy.
Almighty Allah says: “O Prophet! Tell your wives, and your
daughters, and the women of the believers, to lengthen
their garments. That is more proper, so they will be
recognized and not harassed. God is Forgiving and Merciful.”
(The Qur’an:33:59)

IFTAR
The evening meal that breaks the daily fast during Ramadan,
traditionally featuring the fruit of the date palm as a first course
and drinking water.
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) said: “People will
remain well as long as they are quick to break the fast.”
(Muslim:1098)

IMAM
A religious leader or head of a local community, or a spiritually
qualified leader. The imam leads in five daily prayers and provides
understanding on Islamic issues.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “The Imam
is to be followed, so when he bows in prayer, you should
bow following him; and when he lifts his head you should
also do the same.” (Al Bukhari: 1113)

ISLAM
The root words of Islam are silm and salam which mean submission
and peace. It is a religion of almighty God and believed by all the
messengers and prophets.
Almighty Allah says: “This day I have perfected for you
your religion and completed My favor upon you and have
approved for you Islam as a religion.” (The Qur’an:05:03)

JANNAH
Jannah is the Islamic conception of paradise or Heaven. An
eternal place for those who believe in one God and follow their
lives according to His will. It is a place where every wish is fulfilled.
The Holy Qur’an says: “The example of Paradise, which
the righteous have been promised, is that beneath it
rivers flow. Its fruit is lasting, and so its shade. That is the
consequence for the righteous, and the consequence for
the disbelievers is the Fire.” (The Qur’an: 13:35)

JAHANNUM
Jahannam is one of the names for the Islamic concept of Hell.
Jahannum will be occupied by those who do not believe in
God, have disobeyed His laws and rejected his messengers and
wronged in their worldly lives.
The Holy Qur’an says: “Then it will be said to those who
had wronged, “Taste the punishment of eternity; are you
being recompensed except for what you used to earn?”
(The Quran:10:52)

JIHAD
A struggle or effort in God’s cause. The great jihad is the inward
struggle against one’s own desires. Additionally, it is a defensive
or legal war, to protect the interest of Islam and Muslims under
the governing authority. Terrorism has nothing to do with Jihad.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “He who
fights in order that the Word of Allah remains supreme, is
considered as fighting in the cause of Allah.” (Muslim:1904)

KA’BA
A cubic stone structure where the black stone is housed. Located
in the center of the Great masjid at Mecca, Muslims believe that
it was the first house of worship built by Adam, which was later
reconstructed by Prophet Abraham and Prophet Isma’il.
The Holy Qur’an says: “Indeed, the first House [of worship]
established for mankind was that at Makkah - blessed and
a guidance for the worlds.” (The Qur’an: 03:96)

MAKKAH
Makkah is a famous city in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Makkah is
home to the Kaaba, it is the birthplace of Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) and the site of the first revelation of the
Quran. Makkah is regarded as the holiest city and the place of
performing the pilgrimage of Hajj.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “Verily
prophet Abraham declared Mecca sacred and supplicated
for blessings to be showered upon its inhabitants.”
(Muslim:1360)

MADINAH
Madinah is located about 210 miles north of Mecca. Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) migrated from Mecca to
Madinah. This was the first city-state that was established under
the banner of Islam. It is the second-holiest site in Islam after
Makkah.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “O Allah!
I make the area between Medina’s two mountains a
sanctuary as Abraham made Mecca a sanctuary. O Allah!
Bless them in measures.” (Al Bukhari:2893)

MASJID
Masjid is a place of worshiping one God. Muslims gather together
in the Masjid and perform daily prayers. Masjid is a place of
learning Islam as well.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “The dearest
parts on the face of the earth near Allah are its mosques.”
(Muslim:1841)

MUHAMMAD
Muhammad (peace be upon him) is the last and final prophet and
Messenger of almighty God. Born in Mecca A.C 570 and passed
away in A.C. 632. Prophet Muhammad called people to worship
one God and to have good character as to have good life in this
world and in the hereafter.
Almighty Allah says: “O Prophet, indeed We have sent you
as a witness and a bringer of good tidings and a warner.
And one who invites to Allah , by His permission, and an
illuminating lamp.” (The Qur’an: 33:45-46)

MUSLIM
A person who submits to almighty Allah and practices the
religion of Islam as guided by the Holy Qur’an and the prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him). It is the responsibility of every
Muslim to be good to all mankind.
Almighty Allah says: “The believers are only those who,
when Allah is mentioned, their hearts become fearful, and
when His verses are recited to them, it increases them
in faith; and upon their Lord they rely - The ones who
establish prayer, and from what We have provided them,
they spend.” (The Qur’an:08:02)

QURAN
The Quran is the last and final Word of almighty God which was
revealed to Prophet Muhammad through the angel Gabriel.
The Quran is a book of guidance for whole mankind. Originally
revealed in Arabic language in 114 chapters and nowadays it is
available in almost all major languages.
The Qur’an says: “Indeed, this Qur’an guides to that which
is most suitable and gives good tidings to the believers who
do righteous deeds that they will have a great reward.”
(The Qur’an: 17:09)

RAMADAN
Month of fasting, which is observed in the ninth month of the
Islamic calendar. It was during this month that the Quranic
revelations began.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “There has
come to you Ramadan, a blessed month, which Allah, the
Mighty and Sublime, has enjoined you to fast. In it the gates
of heavens are opened and the gates of Hell are closed, and
every devil is chained up. In it Allah has a night which is
better than a thousand months; whoever is deprived of its
goodness is indeed deprived.” (An Nasa’i:2106)

SADAQA
Anything given away in charity for the pleasure of Almighty God.
Helping poor and needy by providing facility is considered as an
act of reward in Islam.
The Qur’an says: “Indeed, the men who practice charity
and the women who practice charity and [they who] have
loaned Allah a goodly loan - it will be multiplied for them,
and they will have a noble reward.” (The Qur’an: 57:18)

SAHEEH AL BUKHARI
A book containing many of the authentic narrations of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him), compiled by Imam Al-Bukhari
who is the most famous Hadith scholar in Islamic history.
Imām Ad Dhabi in his book “The History of Islam” says: “All
scholars in Islām have agreed that Sahi Al-Bukhārī has
gained the status of being the most authentic book after
the Qur’an.” (P:140V:6)

SAJDA
sajda or sujud means prostration to Almighty God in the direction
of the Kaaba, which usually done during the daily prayers. The
position involves having the forehead, nose, both palms, knees
and all toes touching the ground together.
Almighty Allah said: “O you who have believed, bow and
prostrate and worship your Lord and do good - that you
may succeed.” (The Qur’an: 22:77)

SALAT
A way of Worship in the form of ritual prayer that is repeated five
times daily. Salat is also one of the five pillars of Islam and it is
obligatory upon every Muslim.
Almighty Allah says: “Recite, [O Muhammad], what has
been revealed to you of the Book and establish prayer.
Indeed, prayer prohibits immorality and wrongdoing, and
the remembrance of Allah is greater. And Allah knows that
which you do.” (The Qur’an:29:45)

SAWM
Fasting during the month of Ramadan which includes total
abstinence from eating, drinking and sexual intercourse from
dawn to sunset.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “Fasting is
a shield. When anyone of you is observing fast, he should
neither indulge in obscene language nor should he raise
his voice; and if anyone reviles him or tries to quarrel with
him, he should say: ‘I am fasting.” (Al Bukhari:1215)

SHAHADA
To testify and declare that ‘there is none worthy of worship
except Allah and Muhammad is the last and final Messenger of
Allah.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “He who
bears witness that there is no true god except Allah, alone
having no partner with Him, that Muhammad is His slave
and His Messenger, that Jesus is His slave and Messenger
and he (Jesus) is His Word which He communicated to Mary
and His spirit which He sent to her, that Paradise is true and
Hell is true; Allah will make him enter Paradise accepting
whatever deeds he accomplished.” (Al Bukhari:3435)

SUBHAN ALLAH
Means “God is free from imperfection”. This phrase is used when
praising God. It is also used for exclamation when seeing or
hearing something amazing.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “The uttering
of the words: “Subhan-Allah, Al-hamdu lillah, La ilaha
illallah and Allahu Akbar is dearer to me than anything
over which the sun rises.” (Muslim:1409)

SURAH
The name used in the Holy Quran for any chapter of the Holy
Quran containing group of verses. There are 114 Suwar (plural
of Surah) in the Holy Quran, the shortest one contains 3 ayaat
(verses), while the longest one contains 286 verses.
Almighty Allah says: “This is a surah which We have sent
down and made that within it obligatory and revealed
therein verses of clear evidence that you might remember.”
(The Qur’an:24:01)

TILAWA
Tilawa means recitation. It refers to reciting the Holy Quran
according to rules of pronunciation. Reciting the Quran with
understanding is more rewardable.
The Holy Qur’an says: “and recite the Qur’an in pleasant
tone and style.” (The Qur’an:73:04)

UMRAH
Umrah is a pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, which can be
undertaken at any time of the year. It is considered as lesser
Hajj. Performing Umrah during Ramadan is as performing Hajj in
reward.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “Performing
Umrah after Umrah is an expiation for what comes in
between.” (Al Bukhari:1275)

WUDU
Ablution made before performing the prescribed Prayers. It
requires washing (1) the full face (2) the hands and arms up to
the elbow; (3) wiping the head and ears with wet hands; and (4)
washing the feet to the ankle.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “The key
to Paradise is performing prayer, and the key to Prayer is
performing ablution.” (At-Tirmidhi:04)

ZAKAT
The alms or contributions to charity, required as a pillar of Islam.
Zakat constitutes about 2.5 percent of one’s annual wealth to be
given to the poor and the needy.
The Quran says: “And whatever you give for interest to
increase within the wealth of people will not increase with
Allah. But what you give in zakah, desiring the countenance
of Allah – then those will get manifold.” (The Qur’an: 30:39)
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